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MOVE OVER EUROPE: 
BENTLEY WAS BORN 


PRE-OWNED CARS IN STOCK: 


1984 ROLLS-ROYCE SILVER SPIRIT : PCO 082 
Ocean Blue with Slate leather upholstery. 1 owner. 
31,000 kms. $190,000. 


1982 ROLLS-ROYCE SILVER SPIRIT : NSW 3500 
Exeter Blue with Beige leather upholstery. 1 owner. 
36,000 kms. $180,000. 


1987 BENTLEY EIGHT: PCP 715 
Balmoral Green with Tan leather upholstery. 1 owner. 
7,000 kms. $230,000. 


1987 BENTLEY EIGHT : OUF 837 
Vermilion with Parchment leather upholstery piped in 


Red; alloy road wheels. 1 owner. 27,000 kms. 
$230,000. 


YORK MOTORS ALSO OFFER FOR SALE A FINE SELECTION OF 
OTHER PRESTIGE USED MOTOR CARS 


R 
R 


YORK MOTORS “o” 


Sole distributor for Rolls-Royce and Bentley cars in N.S.W., Qld. and the A.C.T. 


Licensed Dealer 428 


1451 


——PRACLARVM 


The Federal Journal of the Rolls-Royce Owners’ Club of Australia. 


PRAECLARUM (ISSN 0159-4583) is published six 
times per year by the Rolls-Royce Owners’ Club of 
Australia. 


Subscriptions: PRAECLARUM is available on a 
suoscription basis at $20 per year (within Australia) 
-$25 per year overseas surface mail. Such 
subscriptions carry no membership privileges. 


Change of Address: Club members should notify 
their Branch Secretary in the first instance to advise 
non-receipt of an issue or change of address. Sub- 
scribers should notify Mr. E. Goudie, 25 Cowper 
St., Ainslie, A.C.T. 2602 or ‘phone (062) 48 5183. 


Contributions: Articles, letters and/or illustrations 
for publication should be sent to the Editor. 


Whilst every care is taken to check information 
published in PRAECLARUM, no responsibility can 
be accepted for errors, either typographical or 
factual. Views expressed by the Editor and con- 
tributors do not necessarily reflect those of the 
Committees, either Federal or Branch. 


EDITOR: 


Martin Bennett, 
“Allambi,"’ 


R.M.S. 3310, Goulburn, 
New South Wales. 2580 


"> (048) 29 7140. 


DESPATCH: 

Eric amd May Goudie, 

25 Cowper St., Ainslie, A.C.T. 2602 
A (062) 48 5183. 


COMMERCIAL ADVERTISING: 
To be negotiated with the Editor, address 
and telephone number above. 


FEDERAL EXECUTIVE: 
PRESIDENT: Keith Wherry 
34 Joubert St., Hunters Hill, N.S.W. 2110 


"& (02) 29 7455(W) 817 2992(H). 


SECRETARY: lan Dodd 
69 Manningtree Rd.. Hawthorn, Vic. 3122 


"& (03) 819 1417(H). 


TREASURER: Gilbert Ralph 
2 Baxter Crt., Mt. Waverley, Vic. 3149 


“Z (03) 602 0300(W) 277 4501{H). 


BRANCH SECRETARIES: 


Australian Capital Territory 
Davide Miller 

9 Banvard PI., Chapman. 2611 
“ (062) 88 6910(H). 


New South Wales 


Judith Merlin 
31A Terry Rd., Denistone. 2144 
"> (02) 808 3329(H). 


Queensland 


David Sheppard 
41 Fernberg Rd., Paddington. 4064 


"2. ((07) 369 0553(H). 


South Australia 

Paul Szuster 

64 Clifton St., Malvern. 5064 

“A (08) 271 2944(H)} 267 5855(W). 


Victoria 

Robin Hickman 

P.O. Box 330, Vermont. 3133 
"& (03) 874 4266. 


Western Australia 


Anne-Marie Hall 
16 Redmond St., Salter Point. 6152 


"ES (09) 450 3724H) 322 1444(W). 


Issue No. 5-88, October, 1988. 


Regular Features 


Editorial 1452 
Cartoon 1452 
Letters to Editor 1463 
Book Reviews 1466 
Mystery Car 1467 
Market Place 1470 
Articles 
Annual Federal President’s Report 1452 
Annual Federal Secretary's Report 1453 
Annual Branch Reports 1453 
30th Annual Federal Rally 
—by Kerry Moorhouse 1455 
1989 Federal Rally Details 1463 
16SK 
—by Tom Solley 1464 


Front Cover Photo: 


Queensland members Jeff and Lola Priddle — 
won the Company Trophy for the Best 
Restoration of the Year as well as Overall 
Winner of the Concours d‘Flegance with 
their 1921 Silver Ghost (142LG). An 
example of a restoration carried out at 
home by the owner with impressive results. 
Photo by the Editor. 


From the Editor 


Bigger PRAECLARUM 


Like the last two post-Federal 
Rally issues, this issue has 24 pages. 
The amount of advertising now 
offering means that this may be- 
come the norm for all issues, with 
future Federal Rally issues running 
to 28 pages or more. Prior to 1986 
PRAECLARUM was normally re- 
stricted to 16 pages, with an 
occasional 20 page issue. This 
growth in our journal is only fitting 
when the rapidly growing member- 
ship of the Club is considered. How- 
ever, this continued growth of 
PRAECLARUM is contingent upon 
the continued support of our regular 
advertisers — to whom we owe a 
great deal. This is because the escal- 
ating printing costs would otherwise 
rule out any growth, let alone 
colour, and would possibly even 
result in having to go quarterly — an 
awful possibility that was actually 
considered by Federal Council a 
couple of years ago. 


YOUNE GOT To 
ADMIT SHES IN 
MAGNIFICENT ee we 
CONSIDERING HER AGE... 


WHAT?’ I1$ GOT No 
SEATS, NO WINDOWS, WO 
TYRES, NO STEERING 
WHEEL, NO LIGHTS NO 
PAINTWORK , AND HALE 
THE FLOOR 6 MISSING // 
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Back to colour 


As referred to by Keith Wherry 
(From the Federal President, 2-88), 
itis the present policy of the Club to 
restrict colour in PRAECLARUM to 
the post-Federal Rally issue, or any 
other issue of equal importance, 
unless an advertiser sponsors a 
colour front cover by taking a colour 
advertisement on the back cover. 
Brian McMillan of Brian McMillan’s 
Vehicle Painting, a member of the 
N.S.W. Branch, has indicated that 
he will sponsor colour in 
PRAECLARUM for the forseeable 
future, which means that we can 
expect a colour picture regularly on 
the front cover at least. In the event 
that other advertisers decide to 
follow suit we will be able to extend 
colour to other pages of the 
magazine. 


Queensland Club Shop 


There are quite a lot of items left 
in the Queensland Branch Club 


Federal President’s Report 


This is the second year that the 
Club has broken with the long-held 
tradition of June Queens Birthday 
Federal Rallies (apart from those 
previously held in Western Austra- 
lia). Judging by the wonderful 
weather we are experiencing in 
Surfers Paradise the decision was a 
wise one. It is almost exactly twelve 
months since the last Federal Coun- 
cil Meeting at Canberra, and we 
were also blessed with unseasonally 
warm and pleasant weather in the 
Nation’s Capital. 

One major step forward that the 
Federal Council has made, initially at 
the last meeting and consolidated 
during this year, has been the final 
clarification of judging rules and 
trophy presentation guidelines for 
our Annual Federal Concours 
d'Elegance. 


Inserted in PRAECLARUM 3-88 
was a summary sheet which | have 
prepared, and which hopefully will 
enable all members to be aware, 
once and for all, of the basis of our 
Club’s Concours judging. This was 
more formally published in the 
following issue of PRAECLARUM. 


We should not, however, regard 
this basis as fixed and unalterable, 
because circumstances and needs 
change, so we as a Club should 
always be ready to meet this 
change. 


During the two years that | have 
held office as your President | have 
been ably assisted by Federal Sec- 
retary lan Dodd, and in turn he 
could not have done without the 
help of Wendy Friezer as his 
Assistant. Federal Treasurer Gil 
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Shop from the Federal Rally. If you 
are interested in purchasing any- 
thing please contact Keith Brennan, 
(07) 378 8585, for full details. 

Amongst the goods he has are 
imported Crystal Rolls-Royce and 
Bentley Decanters, Goblets and 
Whisky Glasses, Spirit of Ecstasy 
Pendants and Key Rings, Rolls- 
Royce Coaster Sets, sets of 3 Tea- 
towels printed with cartoons, etc. 


Parts theft 


A Silver Dawn radiator and 
radiator shell were recently stolen 
from the South Melbourne premises 
of R. A. McDermott & Co. If any 
member is offered for sale a Silver 
Dawn radiator and/or shell they 
should seek assurances of the items’ 
source before purchase. Should you 
have any information on the where- 
abouts of these items, please con- 
tact Robert McDermott on (03) 
62 3483. 


Martin Bennett. 


ith aes 
ANYONE CAN FIND \ 
FAULTS IF You Look | 
FOR THEM ! 


Ralph has ensured that all our 
finances are kept in order and in fact 
this year has even ensured that we 
are back in the black! Other Federal 
Office Bearers including Chief 
Judge Harry Thompson, Federal 
Registrar John Fittler and Honorary 
Legal Adviser Malcolm Johns have 
all, at various times, carried out an 
enormous amount of work on behalf 
of the Club and its members. 


| should also like to take this 
opportunity of thanking all Federal 
Delegates here in attendance as 
well as the members of the various 
State Committees, for all the time 
that you collectively spend to ensure 
that the affairs of our Club are kept 
in order, and that members can 
enjoy the privileges and advantages 
of membership. In this regard | 
should like to express publicly my 
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special thanks to all the members of 
the Queensland Branch, including 
President Keith Brennan and _ his 
various Rally Committee members 
including those from the Gold Coast 
who have put in a special effort to 
ensure that this is a successful Rally. 
In closing | would urge _ all 
members to continually strive for 
harmony and pleasure in our Club 
activities in order that this Club, one 
of the longest established Rolls- 
Royce Clubs in the world, may con- 
tinue to prosper. 
Thank you, 

Keith Wherry, 

Federal President. 

Surfers Paradise, 

15 September, 1988. 


Federal Secretary's 
Report 


Presented at the Federal Council 
Meeting at Surfers Paradise 
on September 16, 1988 


The Club has had another very 
successful year with no great highs 
or lows. Incorporation is still a 
matter of some concern as_ the 
A.C.T., New South Wales and 
Victoria Branches have not, as yet, 
incorporated. The Victoria Branch 
has approved the technicalities and 
the matter is now before the 
appropriate Victorian authority so 
that incorporation of this Branch 
should happen very soon. 

May and Eric Goudie again excell- 
ed in dispatching PRAECLARUM in 
spite of the problems in obtaining 
the address labels from the _ in- 
dividual Branches from time to time. 
Martin Bennett has for yet another 
year maintained the very high 
standards of PRAECLARUM which 
in my opinion is of world standard. 

Finally | would be remiss if | did 
not thank the Assistant Federal 
Secretary Wendy Friezer who does 
more than her fair share of the 
Secretarial duties. 

lan Dodd. 


Branch Reports 


A.C.T. 


The years tend to slip by quickly 
these days and this past year has 
certainly been no different. It hardly 
seems like 12 months since we in 
the A.C.T. were hosting the Rally 
for 1987. 

This year has passed successfully 
| feel, as far as the A.C.T. Branch is 
concerned. Our membership has 
increased slightly from 69 financial 
members at 30th June, 1987 to 74 at 
the same time this year. 
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There were a number of major 
events this past year, the most 
notable of course being the 29th 
Annual Federal Rally in September, 
1987. Whilst it was the first Rally 
organised by this Branch and there 
were some problems as one might 
expect, these problems were seen 
by the majority of those attending 
the event as only minor. We have 
taken note of all comments and 
hope not to make the same mistakes 
twice. Our weekends away, to 
Thredbo in October and Bateman’s 
Bay in June were both successful; 
there have been some very positive 
remarks during the events which re- 
flect the extraordinary efforts of the 
few on whose shoulders the respon- 
sibility for organising such events 
invariably falls. We are very grateful 
to those stalwarts in the Branch 
who unfailingly give their time and 
efforts to the Club. 

The Silver Spirit Day sponsored 
by York Motors in December was 
again our most successful day in 
terms of numbers. There was a 
good display of cars by members 
and we are again grateful to York 
Motors for their support not only 
for this function bur throughout the 
year. 

Other events such as the com- 
bined car clubs charity day, Wheels 
‘88 and the Concours, the gym- 
khana, the technical evenings and 
all meetings have been generally 
well attended and we look forward 
to maintaining or improving this 
level of interest in the coming year. 

Our Library continues to grow 
slowly, but the lack of storage at our 
regular meeting venue has restricted 
somewhat Members’ access to the 
books, magazines, papers and 
videos held there. We will try to 
improve this situation shortly. 

It is unfortunate that the aims of 
our Club do not fall within the para- 
meters currently allowing incorpor- 
ation of the Branch. We have been 
trying now for a couple of years to 
incorporate and have awaited new 
legislation which would make that 
task easier for us. However in view 
of the delays in introduction of this 
legislation the Branch has decided 
to adjust our aims to enable incor- 
poration under present legislation 
and have taken steps to do so. 

The past year has ended on a 
good note financially due in part to 
the excellent support of the raffle 
at the Rally. Regular raffles at our 
various events and functions have 
also helped considerably and _ this 
has enabled us to purchase a small 
computer to assist in the running 
of the Branch. 

We have decided this year not to 
increase the membership fees and 
we have now | believe, the lowest 
membership fees in the organis- 
ation. In view of the ever increasing 


costs of copying, postage, 
PRAECLARUM and other day to 
day expenses of running the 
Branch, we doubt that we will cover 
costs only from those dues. It will 
be necessary therefore to supple- 
ment the coffers by continuing with 
our raffles and other income pro- 
ducing activities. 

In closing | would like to say thank 
you to all members of our executive 
and the Committee for their dedic- 
ation and unfailing support through- 
out the year. | would also like to 
thank all members of the Club 
nationally for their support at the 
last Rally and the Federal Executive 
for their assistance and advice 
throughout the year. Malcolm 
Johns has always made _ himself 
readily available to the various 
Branches, and other Clubs, when 
legal problems arise, and we are 
appreciative of this. | feel he 
deserves a special mention. 

We in the A.C.T. Branch look 
forward to a bright future not only 
for our own Membership but for the 
Club as a whole. 

lan Dunn, 
President. 


N.S.W. 


Well the odometer has logged up 
another twelve months. | must say 
from my position as your President 
it has been an enjoyable and 
rewarding year. Particularly made all 
the more enjoyable by a_ very 
dedicated and hard working Com- 
mittee team. They have each one, 
without exception, given of their 
best, and this is no doubt reflected 
in the pleasure and enjoyment we 
have derived during the year’s many 
functions and social outings. | must 
also thank those members who 
attend so diligently to the every day 
events so necessary to keep a Club 
like this functioning efficiently. 

The Bi-Centennial Year has thus 
far had some great highlights includ- 
ing our Commemoration Run and 
the Castrol World Rally, with more 
in store. 

The Club has progressed con- 
sistently during the year with an 
additional fifty members being 
added to our Membership List. 

The year’s events have been 
many and varied. Listed below are 
some of the main events. 


July— 
Bankstown Aerodrome, 50th 
Anniversary Lockheed Electra. 
August — 
Hawkesbury Agricultural College 
Open Day. 
August — 
31Club Birthday Night. 
August — 
Gymkhana BDC. 
August — 


CVVTMC Open Day— Castle Hill. » 


September— 

Federal Rally— Canberra. 
October — 

Concours d'Elegance. 
November — 


Thredbo Weekend with A.C.T. 

Branch. 

October — 

Observation Run. 

December — 

Christmas Dinner. 

January — 

Cricket Match with V.M.C. (un- 

der water!) 

February — 

President’s B.B.Q. 

March — 

Castrol World Rally. 

March — 
Bi-Centennial 
Run. 

April— 
Wivenhoe 
Museum. 

May — 
Gordon Pennington 
Run to Notre Dame. 

June— 

Queen's Birthday Weekend to 

Bateman’s Bay with the A.C.T. 

Branch. 

One could go on ad infinitum in 
reference to the multitude of func- 
tions, events and services provided 
to Members. Suffice to say that the 
efforts of the Committee and or- 
ganisers and officers of the Club 
have been enjoyed and appreciated 
by us, the Members. And we look 
forward to the coming year for a 
repeat performance of even greater 
magnitude. 


Commemoration 
and Camden  Aijr 


Memorial 


Bruce Ross, 
President. 


Queensland 


1987/88 was an important year 
for the Queensland Branch, and was 
one of increased growth of member- 
ship, with especial interest shown 
from the many owners on the Gold 
Coast, thanks to the work done by 
Billie Hunt. 


Number of new members admitted 
in the year; 19 full, 5 Assoc. Total 
24. 

Number of membership applications 
refused; Nil. 

Number of members resigned/de- 
ceased in the year; 5. 

Number of members removed (i.e. 
unfinancial); 8. 

At 30/6/88 membership distri- 
bution was as follows: Full members 
72; Full/Family members 15; As- 
sociate members 9; Special mem- 
bers 2; Total membership 98. 

We had some interesting outings 
this past year including our Con- 
cours d’Elegance September 6th; 
British Car Clubs Day together with 
Historic Racing Day at Lakeside 
Circuit; President's Run to Bunya 
State Forest; our Trophy Night and 
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Christmas Dinner was held at the 
Royal Queensland Golf Club, shortly 
after a splendid evening at U.K. 
Motors with a fashion parade and 
unveiling of the ‘88 Rolls-Royce 
flown into the country; A fine 
luncheon at Palm Meadows Golf 
Club Gold Coast; and a run to the 
Beenleigh Rum Distillery. Our meet- 
ings included talks on tyres, con- 
cours preparation, SU Pumps and 
Carburettors, we also had early 
British motoring films, videos from 
R-R U.K. thanks to U.K. Motors, 
Restoration progress of a PIll (Fred 
Maybury), and a talk on the 
planning for Expo ‘88. 

The Northern Spirit continues to 
be a top quality Branch newsletter, 
informative and amusing, thanks to 
our unpaid editor Kerry Moorhouse. 
The Club records have been main- 
tained thanks to Historian Sue 
Dunstan and Registrar Wallace 
Moorhouse. Our library is in need of 
restoration and restitution, this pro- 
blem is to be addressed this coming 
year. We lost one of our fine Phan- 
tom Is (71FH) to Japan. 

After an excellent year of help and 
co-operation from U.K. Motors, the 
change of ownership came as a 
surprise, and service is now being 
undertaken to the same high stan- 
dards, and engineers, by Austral 
Motors in Brisbane. 

Our preparations for the forth- 
coming Federal Rally, hosted by this 
Branch have been the priority for 
the committe this last year and we 
look forward to an enjoyable time at 
the Gold Coast. Our Treasurer Sue 
Dunstan deserves a thankyou in this 
report for the enormous amount of 
extra time spent on preparation for 
the Rally. Our Annual General 
Meeting was hosted by the Queens- 
land Pavilion at Expo ‘88 this year 
and was an outstanding evening 
thanks to Fred Maybury, the Com- 
missioner for the pavilion. 


David Sheppard, 
Secretary. 


South Australia 


A quiet year began with our 
Dinner and Annual General Meeting 
at the Feathers Hotel which proved 
to be most satisfactory as a venue. 
A good evening was had by all. 

The major event for the year was 
the Christmas Picnic at the Tusmore 
Oval, on Sunday, 20th December, 
‘87. Peter Cox's guest, Graham 
Cornish from Victoria, was impress- 
ed by a three Ghost turn-out, two 
pre-war (1st) models. Brian Mac- 
Mahon’s 1912 model chassis num- 
ber 2009 won the Concours event 
whick: was judged by the ladies, 
the prizes for which were donated 
by Tom Johnston. 

It was a beautiful day with a 


PRAECLARUM 


moderate turnout of the faithfulls. 
Lunch was quiet although many 
visitors at the Oval came to look 
at the cars. 


Victoria 


Once again | am delighted to 
report that the Branch finished the 
year in a very healthy state. Mem- 
bership is slightly up on last year as 
is the number of cars ownéd by 
members. 

Our congratulations to John 
Altmann who has brought in from 
the U.K. another pre-war car — this 
time a superb vintage Silver Ghost 
two-seater. 

The events over the past twelve 
months have been varied and well 
attended. We are fortunate that 
some of our members and friends 
have made their properties available 
to us. Included in these outings 
were the visits to the Altmann 
property and to that of our former 
member Peter Crook at Dixons 
Creek. 

The Polo Day was a great success 
as usual and our presence was 
greatly appreciated by the Polo 
fraternity. 

Once again we had a very popular 
outing with our friends from the 
Jaguar Club. 

This year’s motoring events were 
brought to a successful conclusion 
by our Concours d’Elegance which 
was held at Coombe Cottage, the 
former home of Dame Nellie Melba. 
This event saw a record turnout 
with the proceeds from the day 
going to the Association for the 
Blind. 

Social functions have been ably 
organized yet again by Jane and 
David Alsop and included a return 
to the Wattle Park Chalet for our 
Christmas Party. This choice of 
venue brought back many happy 
memories to our long time mem- 
bers. 

After a number of false starts, 
Graham Cornish was finally able to 
organise the ‘Train Trip.’’ This 
encompassed a “Country 
Luncheon” in Bendigo with travel 
there and back by vintage steam 
train. Congratulations are due to 
Graham for organizing this and our 
other motoring events over the year. 

A new era in Rolls-Royce and 
Bentley marketing has dawned with 
Kellow-Falkiner relinquishing the 
franchise that they have held for 
longer than any other dealer in the 
world. | am sure that | speak for all 
of us when | wish the new distri- 
butor, Hamiltons, all the best. 

| would like to thank the Com- 
mittee Members very much for all 
their assistance over the past twelve 
months and | extend my best wishes 
to the incoming President and Com- 
mittee. 
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With respect to the cars on our 
Register | can report as follows. 
The 1987/88 year saw a small 
growth in the overall number of cars 
in the Branch. There are 225 Rolls- 
Royce vehicles listed (up from 219) 
with 106 Bentley vehicles (up from 
97). 
lan Dodd, 
President. 


Western Australia 


The reins of our Club.have now 
been handed over to Maurice Brock- 
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well and a new committee. | am sure 
he will enjoy this phase as | have 
over the past two years. 

Our Club has 84 financial mem- 
bers with: 27 pre-war and 38 
post-war Rolls-Royce cars. 7 pre- 
war and 21 post-war Bentley cars. 

This totals 93 cars. 


Our committee meets monthly 
at a member's home, normally late 
in the evening. 

The Club events through the year 
have been well patronised with the 
highlight being our Concours Day 


where the proud owner of a 1949 
Silver Wraith Limousine, Dennis 
Sowden, was the outright winner. 

After many years of negotiation 
our Club now enjoys concessional 
licensing for member's cars. 

In May ‘89, some Club members 
with their cars will visit Singapore 
for the Equatorial Rally and hope- 
fully travel through Malaysia into 
Thailand and return to Perth via 
Bangkok. 


Con Keogh, 
Past President. 


30th Annual Federal Rally 


— by Kerry Moorhouse (Qid.) 


Well its been and gone — its 
history — the 30th Annual Federal 
Rally organised by the Queensland 
Branch — held at Surfers Paradise 
on 16-19th September. Our sincere 
thanks go to the organising com- 
mittee who put so much effort into 
arranging a spectacular ‘Gold Coast’ 
style weekend. Even the weather 
couldn't have been better organised 
— just superb. 

Friday, 16th, saw the start with 
the Federal Council Meeting at 
10.00 a.m. A very harmonious 
meeting with no contentious issues 
this year, our Branch was represent- 
ed by Federal Delegate Kerry Moor- 
house and Greg Dunstan who stood 
in for Wal Moorhouse who was 
away. 

Friday Evening a Cocktail Party 
was held in the Horizon Room at the 
Rally HO, Ocean Blue Resort, a 
wonderful turnout where old friend- 
ships were remade and new ones 
made. There was a grand floral 
display in the room with a child- 
sized model Corniche Convertible 
and a string trio playing. Secretary, 
David Sheppard officially welcomed 
guests. 

Saturday, 17th, a run up through 
the Gold Coast Hinterland to beauti- 
ful Springbrook, to spend some 
hours at ‘The Settlement,’ a re- 
created historic village perched at 
the top of the spectacular Purling- 
brook Falls, many took the oppor- 
tunity to take the short walk to the 
lookout to view the falls which were 
in fine form after the rain earlier in 
the week. ‘The Settlement’ was 
really fascinating. We had billy tea 
and damper on arrival, watched the 
‘Smithy’ at work, saw_ shingles 
being cut, corn being stripped, and 
had the chance to wander through 
the many historic buildings and farm 
sheds. Luncheon was superb — we 
walked down to the old community 
hall, where we were very ably 
catered for by our Gold Coast 


142LG — Jeff and Lola Priddle’s 1921 Silver Ghost — Overall 


Winner of the Federal Concours. 


members — special thanks go to 
Billie Hunt for organising this, and 
of course to all the helpers too. 
Saturday Evening — River Cruise. 
This was a relaxing evening where 
members cruised the Nerang River 
and Broadwater in m.v. ‘The Enter- 
tainer,’ whilst we dined and enjoyed 
the balmy weather, we were able to 
see the huge waterfront mansions 
of those more wealthy than us! 


Sunday, 18th — Concours Day at 
Sanctuary Cove (which of course 
from all its publicity is promoted as 
the ‘ultimate’ — the shops are very 
nice, but oh, so expensive!). As 
always this is an interesting day, but 
personally | was disappointed, | 
really don’t feel Concours Day is the 
time or place for the public to be 
present — members have worked 


so hard on their cars only to have p» 


Federal President Keith Wherry with, behind, part of the impressive cavalcade to which 
Gold Coast residents and visitors were treated on the Sunday morning, en route to 


Sanctuary Cove. Photo by Brian McDonald (A.C.T.) 


people swarming all over them (oh! 
the greasy mitts and ice cream!!). 
Members couldn’t relax, several had 
to stand guard at their cars and of 
course this atmosphere was not 
conducive to really showing the cars 
off well to other members, also of 
course to the Judges, and there was 
no way of getting an overall view of 
the cars because we were all parked 
around the streets in the shopping 
village — | think in hindsight the 
Saturday and Sunday venues would 
have been better if they had been 
reversed. 


Sunday Evening — Formal Dinner 
and Presentation of Trophies. Held 
at the ‘Hyatt Regency’ at Sanctuary 
Cove. Spectacula; is the word that 
readily comes to mind to describe 
this event — to start the evening's 
entertainment the curtains opened, 
there were suddenly fireworks and a 
Corniche on a revolving platform, 
with spotlights and __ theatrical 
smoke, just outside a large window 
at the rear of the stage. Then there 
was a fashion parade of the best the 
Coast could offer and to cap it all off 
Scott Williams that maestro 
magician who entertained us so ably 
at our Christmas Dinner — unbeliev- 
able as always, just ask Madonna 
Cunliffe and Keith Wherry what 
happened to the cards! 

A very glittering evening which 
finished off with the Presentation of 
Awards and Trophies by Chief 
Judge, Harry Thompson. 


Monday Morning — Farewell Break- 
fast: Farewell was said to all at a 
delicious breakfast of pancakes, 
bacon and eggs and coffee, at the 
Cascades Water Gardens, Broad- 
beach — a fitting end to a 
tremendous weekend — we hope to 
see everyone in Broken Hill next 
year! 

It was pleasing to note that this 
Rally we did something for someone 
else as well as enjoying ourselves. 
A cheque was given to Billie Hunt 
to help with fund raising for the 
Australian Brain Injury Foundation, 
and the considerable amount of 
left over food from Saturday night 
was gratefully accepted by a local 
elderly peoples home. Thank you 
once again to the hard working 
Committee who put such a lot of 
time and effort into organising this 
the 30th Annual Federal Rally. 


Federal Rally photos by the Editor, 
except where otherwise indicated. 
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Fred Maybury (Q/d.) now owns this magnificent 1938 Plll 
(3DL 108). Members may recall this Park Ward bodied car 
when it was owned by the Fagan family in New South Wales. 
Judged Best Pre-War Car at the Rally. 


ee a 


Queensland Branch Secretary David Sheppard owns this 1926 
Pi (61SC). Like many 1920s Rolls-Royce cars in Australia, 
61SC has later Australian-built coachwork, in this instance by 
Waddingtons of Sydney. 


To Bill Rorrison (A.C. T.) went the honour of finally wresting the Silver Shadow Trophy from 
Ralph Pearson (Vic.) who had monopolised it for years! Bill's superbly prepared 1969 Silver 
Shadow (SRH4371) did the trick. Handing the trophy to Bill is Federal President Keith Wherry, 
while Rally Director Keith Brennan looks on and Chief Judge Harry Thompson consults his 
notes in the background in readiness for the next presentation. Photo by Brian McDonald 
(A.C.T.) 
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York Motors (Service) staff members Alan Gardner (left), Michael Pallier (centre) and Warwick 
Booth. Michael has since left to work with Rolls-Royce Motor Cars at Crewe. 


oo * 
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New South Wales Branch Secretary Judith Merlin. Gail Dearing and Nick Preston (both N.S. W.) 


Waiting to board m.v. The Entertainer for the Saturday dinner cruise, left to right: Shirley and 
John Hall |W.A.), Carol Lisle (W.A.), Helen Elliott (A.C.T.), George Forbes (Vic.), John Elliott 
(A.C.T.) and Brian McDonald (A.C. T.) 
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Joe Quattrocchi and Jim Redman (N.S.W.) cruised up to the Rally in Joe’s superb S1 
Continental (BC47FM). Coachwork is the very rare 4-light version of H. J. Mulliner’s ‘Flying 


Spur’ saloon. 


Freestone & Webb built the striking two-door coachwork on this Barry and Faye Sparks (Q/d.) won Class 7 with their fine 
Mk. Vi (B392BH) owned by Joy Brannelly (Qid.) R-type (B23UL), 


Eric Hayman (Vic.) won Class 6 with es ovate long- boot Silver Federal President Keith Wherry’s S2 Continental Park Ward 
Dawn (SOG36). drophead (BC69BY). 


The standard amongst the Silver Cloud Ills was amazingly high. This is N.S.W. member 
lan Bennell’s magnificently restored H. J. Mulliner, Park Ward drophead (CSC45B) with, 
behind, its hard-top counterpart (SGT585C), owned by Fred Maybury (Q/d.) 

' “ = - ¥ 
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Silver Cloud Ills SEV465 — John Elliott (A.C.T.) and SDW327 — Max Goldsmith (N.S.W.) 
Photo by Brian McMillan \N.S.W.) 


George Forbes (Vic.) uses his Brewster Green Corniche Con- Tony Forras )Vic.) won Class 10 with his 1968 Silver Shadow 
vertible (DRH14553) daily — mostly hood-down! {SRH3859). 
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Peter and Joyce Cox drove up from Adelaide in their 1970 Russell Burge (Vic.) won the Current Series Class with his 
Silver Shadow (SRH8451). Silver Spirit (ASHO3469). 


Phil Morrow (N.S. W.) is delighted to have his Silver Cloud Ill (SCX449) back in action after a 
long and painstaking restoration. Best Post-War Car and Silver Cloud Trophy. 
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Needing Little introduction, 48UF, Con Keogh’s 1927 PI from 
Perth. Replica Brewster ‘Ascot’ coachwork by Roger Fry. 


Winner of Class 2. 

4 1933 20/25 (GBH66) Connaught limousine owned by Alan 
Hazelton (Qid.) and, below, Donald O’Donaghue’s Park Ward 
bodied Silver Wraith (WOF29), also a Queensland car. ¥ 


Lee 


Mark Robertson (Q/d.) owns this nicely proportioned 1936 PIlf 
4 (3AZ30) James Young Sedanca de ville. 

Federal Secretary lan Dodd's Class 8 winning 1955 S1 (B364AN) is a faith- 
v ful replica, by Roger Fry of Perth, of a drophead adaptation as originally 


carried out by H. 
eis 


Camargues are among the more interesting late model 
cars. This handsome Black example (JRH50546) is owned 


by Neil Taylor ( Vic.) 
— aa 2 . 


Sa 


J. Mulliner. 
™ 
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Saturday evening Dinner Cruise. Enjoying the shipboard life on m.v. The Entertainer are Ted and 

i, Carol Lisle (W.A., left and centre), Geoffrey May (Vic., right) and, at far right, John Vawser 

f (N.S.W.) and Terry Bruce (Vic.) 


Photos by the Editor, except where otherwise indicated. 


At the Federal Dinner, Cornelia and Garry Howe (Q/d') . . ... and Karen and Brian McMillan (N.S.W.) Fred Maybury’s 1938 Pll 


: Ted and Patricia Hauser \Vic.) saying their farewells to Gail 
Phil Morrow and Marienne Vawser (both N.S.W.) Photo by Brian Y Dearing and Nick Preston (N.S.W.) after the Monday 
McMillan. : ~ breakfast. 1960 S2 Continental |8C120AR). 
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1988 Federal Concours d’Elegance 


1 Silver Ghost: 
Phantoms | & Il: 


20 h.p.; 20/25: 


& W N 


25/30; Phantom III: Wraith: 
Derby Bentley: 


6 Silver Wraith; Silver Dawn; 
Phantom IV: 


7 Bentley Mk. VI & R-type: 
8 Silver Cloud |; Bentley SI: 


9 Silver Cloud Il & Ill; 
Bentley S2 & S3; Phantom V: 


10 Silver Shadow, Bentley 
T Series and derivatives: 


11. Current Series: 


Silver Cloud Trophy: 
Silver Shadow Trophy: 
Silver Spirit Trophy: 
Bentley Trophy: 


Post-War Coachwork Trophy 
— anew Trophy donated by Joe 
Quattrocchi [N.S.W.] for the 
best post-1945 coachbuilt car: 


Rolls-Royce Motors Trophy 
— anew Trophy donated by Rolls- 
Royce Motor Cars Ltd. for the 
oldest driveable Rolls-Royce car 
at the Federal Concours: 


York Motors Trophy 
— anew Trophy donated by York 
Motors for the newest Rolls- 
Royce or Bentley car at the 
Federal Concours: 


Ladies’ Choice 

~ judged by Jean Vann (Qld.), 
Shirley Hall (W.A.) and 
Jan Altmann (Vic.): 


E. J. Vidler Shield for Age 
and Authenticity: 


The Company Trophy: 
Best Pre-War Car: 
Best Post-War Car: 


Overall Winner of the 
Concours d'Elegance: 


Sanctuary Cove, Gold Coast, 


18th September 
Class Awards 
Jeremy Greene (W.A.) 


Con Keogh (W.A.) 
Greg & Sue Dunstan (Qld.) 
Fred Maybury (Qld.) 


Eric Rainsford (S.A.) 


Eric Hayman (Vic.) 
Barry & Faye Sparks (Qld.) 


lan Dodd (Vic.) 


Fred Maybury (Qld.) 


Tony Forras (Vic.) 


Russell Burge (Vic.) 


Perpetual Trophies & Other Awards 


Phil Morrow (N.S.W.) 
Bill Rorrison (A.C.T.) 
Russell Burge (Vic.) 


Eric Rainsford (S.A.) 


Fred Maybury (Qld.) 


Jeremy Greene (W.A.) 


Russell Burge (Vic.) 


Eric Rainsford (S.A.) 


Ted Hudson (N.S.W.) 


Jeff & Lola Priddle (Qld.) 
Fred Maybury (Qld.) 


Phil Morrow (N.S.W.) 


Jeff & Lola Priddle (Qld.) 


1921 SG Cunard Tourer, 65UE 


1927 PI Fry replica ‘‘Ascot’’ 
Tourer, 48UF 

1926 20 H. J. Mulliner Doctor's 
Coupe, GHJ37 

1938 PIll Park Ward Touring 
Limousine, 3DL108 

1938 4% H. J. Mulliner Drophead 
Coupe, B157LE 


1954 SD Saloon, SOG36 
1953 R Saloon, B23UL 


1955 S1 Fry Drophead Coupe 
B364AN 


1964 SCIlIl H. J. Mulliner, Park 
Ward two-door Saloon, 


SGT585C 
1968 SS Saloon, SRH3859 


1981 Silver Spirit, ASHO3469 


1963 SCIIIl Saloon, SCX449 

1969 SS Saloon, SRH4371 

1981 Silver Spirit, ASHO3469 

1938 4% H. J. Mulliner Drophead 
Coupe, B157LE 


1964 SCIIl H. J. Mulliner, 
Park Ward two-door 
Saloon, SGT585C 


1921 SG Cunard Tourer, 65UE 


1981 Silver Spirit, ASHO3469 


1938 4% Bentley H. J. Mulliner 
Drophead Coupe, B157LE 


1922 Springfield SG Rolls-Royce 
Custom Coachwork Tourer, 
154BG 

1921 SG Tourer, 142LG 


1938 PIll Park Ward Touring 


Limousine, 3DL108 
1963 SCII! Saloon, SCX449 


1921 SG Tourer, 142LG 


The Frank Cove Trophy, for the most significant contribution to the organisation of the Federal Rally, 
was awarded to Sue Dunstan. 
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Eligibility — more from G.S-M. 


It is heartening to see that, so 
far as | can make out, the tenor 
of Tony Ward’s letter in 
PRAECLARUM of June 1988 is 
agreement that any car whose 
essential components are all of 
Rolls-Royce manufacture is auto- 
matically ‘‘an eligible motor car,” 
as defined in the Club Constitution. 

It confounds those who suggest 
that logical interpretation is an 
ability which has yet to reach 
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maturity in our premier convict 
State. Unfortunately, though, Tony 
appears to have slipped up on a 
couple of points. 

Firstly, despite a diligent read- 
ing of the Honours Lists, it seems 
that my richly deserved knighthood 
has yet to be announced, dubbed, 
or whatever is the correct termin- 
ology. 

Secondly, in recommending op- 
position to our proposal in regard to 
Eligibility Committees, it would 
seem that he has overlooked the 
fact that all we basically proposed 
was a Clarification and development 
of the provisions of Clause 19(d) of 
the Club Constitution, which clearly 
states that ‘‘two Scrutineers shall be 
responsible to the (Branch) Com- 
mittee in determining whether or 
not any motor car is an eligible 
motor car within the meaning of this 
Constitution.” 

This could be interpreted to mean 


that the final decision on eligibility 
rests solely with the two duly 
appointed Scrutineers of the day, 
with no provision for review or 
appeal. 

This would seem to be placing an 
undue onus on the Scrutineers, and 
to be creating a situation poten- 
tially confusing, or even unfair, to 
members and potential Members, 
particularly if the same criteria are 
not observed by each Branch. 

However, it is particularly nice to 
see that, despite a few non 
sequiturs, the gist of Tony's letter, 
and the last paragraph in particular, 
endorses the whole thrust of our 
recent proposals. 

The chap obviously has quite a 
few redeeming features! 


Gavin Sandford-Morgan, 
S.A. Branch. 


| need to address the subject of 
the Federal Rally to be hosted by the 
South Australian Branch in Broken 
Hill. The dates set out are August 
25-28, 1989. At the 1988 Federal 
Council meeting the choice of 
location was ratified. After some 
discussion regarding the dates it 
was settled that the Rally be held in 
late August. So please mark the 
25th to the 28th in your diaries 
NOW. 


Broken Hill currently has a popul- 
ation of about 25,000. It is not just 
a slag heap or a dust bowl, but a fine 
old historic former major mining 
centre now a city embracing tourism 
The city certainly has demonstrated 
to me that they want us. Local assis- 
tance has been promised by the 
Mayor, police and the local car club. 


Broken Hill was of course the 
cradle of the ‘Big Australian,” 
BHP, which started life with a 
syndicate of seven. Following its 
boom times the city has settled 
down and the locals demonstrate a 
greatpride in their achievements, 
not only of the past, but of the 
present. Concern has come only 
from those who have never been to 
Broken Hill. 


Broken Hill, whilst geographic- 
ally in N.S.W., belongs com- 
mercially to S.A., and indeed uses 
S.A.’s time. Its wide city and 
suburban streets are easily negotiat- 


1989 Federal Rally 


ed and are reached from all capital 
cities by major bitumen roads. 
She has her mines — some work- 
ing, others just for the tourist, 
whilst others are closed altogether. 
She boasts some 11 or 12 galleries 
and is the world of Pro Hart and 
other famous Australian artists. In- 
cidentally Pro, owner of a 1956 
Silver Cloud, has generously offered 
us a painting to raffle or use as a 
prize. The city presents well restor- 
ed and maintained historic build- 
ings. Nearby is the Ghost Town of 
Silverton, a great tourist attraction 
and the bosom of our outback film 
industry. 


Modern facilities abound. The 
civic centre is noteworthy and 
numerous well kept parks and ovals 
are evident. The Menindee Lakes 
system on the River Darling pro- 
vides Broken Hill’s water supply 
through a pipeline over a distance 
of 110km. There is plenty of motel 
accommodation, much of which is 
in walking distance of major dining 
and entertainment venues. For 
those who fancy opals, these are 
available for sale in the city and 
come from nearby White Cliffs. A 
program of regeneration surrounds 
the city making it an oasis and a 
contrast to its surrounding terrain. 
S.A. member John Bull has noted 
with glee numerous old hotels. Top 
class clubs also abound. 


You will be informed later about 
the Rally program. At this stage | 
say we will be making some subtle 


variations to the format. This will 
be done to make the job of concours 
judging easier, but above all to make 
it easier for the judges to collate 
their decisions. Over the years the 
program has become overcrowded 
and we consider that you must be 
wined, dined and entertained you 
must be CAR-ed for. To this end a 
rethink and much emphasis on the 
cars will be made. 

Incidentally driving through Burra 
and beyond at this time of the year 
finds the countryside in superb 
picturesque shape. 


Happy motoring, 


Peter Cox, 
President, S.A. Branch. 


Tom Solley is a_ resident of 
Bloomington, Indiana, and is a 
member of the R.R.O.C. of Austra- 
lia (A.C.T. Branch) as well as of 
the R.R.O.C. Inc. (U.S.A.) He is a 
avid collector of Rolls-Royce and 
Bentley cars. Here he tells the 
fascinating story of 16SK, his 1934 
Chapron bodied Pil. 


One of the fascinating aspects of 
older cars is the insight they give 
into the social customs and tastes of 
an era. The exuberant and con- 
spicuous enjoyment of wealth 
enjoyed its last great fling in the 
1930s, oblivious to the economic 
and political events which would 
bring it all to an end. Despite the 
worldwide impact of the ‘29 crash, 
the somewhat diminished ranks of 
the wealthy continued to buy the 
great luxury cars and to equip them 
with ever more elegant coachwork. 
Nowhere was this more evident 
than in France, where the great 
Concours d'Elegance were an im- 
portant social event. 
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16SK 
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by Tom Solley (A.C.T.) 


—from the R.R.O.C. Inc. (U.S.A.) 
Regional Newsletter “Hoseclamp.” 


The concept of what was really 
modern and chic underwent a meta- 
morphosis during this period, lead- 
ing the wealthy occasionally to alter 
the external appearance of their 
expensive cars in response to this 
shift of taste. In a concession to 
economy, which had had its pre- 
cedent in the depression period after 
the Great War, chassis were often 
saved and fitted with new coach- 
work to keep pace with the chang- 
ing taste. 


Last year, an excellent example of 
this process came to my attention, 
and after several months deliber- 
ation, was acquired in the autumn. 

16SK, a 1934 Phantom Il, was 
ordered by a Mrs. R. W. Hudson of 
Monte Carlo and delivered in July 
to Carrosserie Kellner, who were 
located in Levallois, just outside 
Paris. Since it was to be fitted with 
6-seat Sedanca Allweather coach- 
work, the chassis was supplied with 
“C” steering. As yet, no record 
other than the chassis card exists of 
this phase of 16SK. 


In a brief footnote to the con- 
ditions of the period, it is interesting 
to note that Rolls-Royce took back 
GTZ36, a 1933 20/25 also fitted with 
Kellner Coachwork, in part trade 
against the Phantom II. 

By 1937, Mrs. Hudson decided, 
for reasons unknown, that the 
Kellner Allweather no longer met 
her needs, and the car was sent to 
Henri Chapron, who had establish- 
ed a reputation for building very 
elegant Coupes and Cabriolets on 
primarily French chassis. 

Madame Chapron has been kind 
enough to send me the few details 
on body No. 5699 which survive. 
Unfortunately, all work records prior 
to August 1938 have apparently 
disappeared. The order was placed 
on August 20, 1937, for a four-seat 
Cabriolet, the work to be completed 
for a_ price of 40,000 F.Fr. 
($U.S.10,667). 

Whether Mrs. Hudsons’ re-use of 
the 1934 Pll chassis can be con- 
sidered an economy measure is 
questionable, since this king's 
ransom would have more than paid 
for a new PIll chassis ($9,500) or 
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a coachbuilt Lincoln V-12 ($5,000). 
However, she did receive a modest 
credit of 4,000 F.Fr. for the Kellner 
Allweather body against the new 
Cabriolet. 

At this point, a question regarding 
ownership comes up because the 
client’s name on the order is not 
Mrs. Hudson, but a Mr. G. Enault, 
89 Boulevard Malesherbes, Paris. 

Jeffry K. Davies, who is writing 
a book on Continental Coachbuilt 
Rolls-Royce and Bentley cars, and 
who was kind enough to supply me 
with valuable data on both Mrs. 
Hudson and 16SK, has a problem 
with this apparent conflict of owner- 
ship. | do not share his concern. 
The chassis card for 16SK is very 
complete through the period up to 
the outbreak of World War Il. A 
great many parts were supplied 
through Franco-Britannic Ltd. in 
Paris for 16SK, from a thermostat in 
February 1935 to an anti-shimmy 
device in January 1939, all duly 
noted on the chassis card, but the 
only change of ownership recorded 
is in 1948, when the car was 
acquired by a Mr. Townsend. The 
record is so thorough and complete, 
| am inclined to conclude that M. 
Enault was an agent representing 
Mrs. Hudson for the work by 
Chapron, since Mrs. Hudson, living 
in Monte Carlo, was 600 miles from 
Paris and not in a very convenient 
position to follow the work closely. 
Such arrangements were not that 
uncommon for the wealthy. Hope- 
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fully, at some point, something will 
surface to clarify this issue. 

The twin side-mounted spare 
wheels originally supplied with the 
chassis were retained in the Chap- 
ron design, but the steering had to 
be altered to accommodate the 
more rakish Cabriolet coachwork. 
Parts to alter the steering to “’E”’ 
position were supplied in October of 
19372 

When | acquired the car, it was 
painted black with bright red trim. 
The rear seat was missing and door 
panels, re-done in plastic, gave no 
clue to the original trim. Fortun- 
ately, the original Marchal lights and 
other important accessories were 
still on the car. Where it has been 
since the ownership of Mr. Town- 
send in the South of France is un- 
known , except that it was seen at 
Lecoq in Paris in 1985-86. In the 
summer of ‘86, it was purchased by 
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Coys of Kensington, who sold it to 
me. While in rather shabby con- 
dition, the car has not been 
tampered with, avoiding the neces- 
sity of having to undo someone 
else’s hack restoration or shoddy 
work. 

In March, | was fortunate to 
locate, through the kind assistance 
of Jules Heumann, an essentially 
unrestored 1939 Delage 120 Chap- 
ron Cabriolet (No. 6089) owned by 
Jim Hull in Los Angeles. Jim 
graciously allowed me to photo- 
graph his car in detail, since there is 
no question that it replicates almost 
exactly the interior originally fitted 
to my car. From the few clues that 
remain, both were done in red 
leather with darker red carpets, and 
had silver inlaid rosewood dash and 
door surrounds. 

Now the work begins and, hope- 
fully, will be done by next summer“ 


and Ase 


Book Reviews 
\ 


GTL 22 


John C. Douglas Pennant | 


““GTL 22 (The Story of a Car)” by John 
C. Douglas Pennant. 

Published 1986. 29 pages, 17b & w 
illustrations. £2.00. 


Few enthusiasts would deny that every 
Rolls-Royce and Bentley motor car 
possesses something approaching an 
individual personality, this notion being 
strengthened by the emphasis on 
chassis number when discussing or 
writing about specific examples. 

It is, therefore, always fascinating to 
read or hear about a particular car and 
its history. Although nowhere near as 
comprehensive as Robert A. Davies’ 
The Story of the Black Beauty, this 
booklet nevertheless makes light and 
pleasant reading as it summarises the 
‘career’ of an early 25/30 h.p. which 
began life as a Mann Egerton limousine. 

Interestingly, the ownership history of 
this pre-war small-horsepower Rolls- 
Royce parallels those of many others, 
viz. originally purchased by nobility, 
followed by several years service as a 
taxi/hire car, then acquisition by an 
American leading to a new life ‘across 
the pond’. To round off the story nicely, 
GTL 22 later returned to Britain and the 
original owner’s niece (the author's 
wife), with whom it remains in regular 
use. 

Its 52 years have not been without 
incident, for in 1956, while serving as a 
Manchester taxi cab, GTL 22 was 
involved in a collision which destroyed 
the bodywork. Fortunately, a replace- 
ment Thrupp & Maberly limousine body 
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of similar style and vintage was 
procured and fitted, thus retaining much 
of the car’s original period charm. 

Appended to the story of GTL 22 are 
a few copies of correspondence, 
chassis card, etc., along with descrip- 
tion of a Continental tour undertaken in 
1951. 

Proceeds from the sale of this book- 
let, obtainable from the RREC Club 
Shop, are shared equally by the British 
National Trust and the Eryri Leonard 
Cheshire Home. 


Roger Thiedeman 


R 7] ROLLS-ROYCE.) R 
The best car in 
the World 


George Oliver 


‘‘“ROLLS-ROYCE: The Best Car in the 
World”’ by George Oliver. Published by 
Haynes Publishing Group (Foulis 
Motoring Book), 1988. 240 pages, over 
250 illustrations. £24.95, 


Upon cursory inspection of this 
seemingly unimaginatively titled book it 
would be easy to dismiss it as yet 
another in a long line of publications 
telling that oft-repeated story of the 
Rolls-Royce car and its evolution. To do 
so, however, would be grossly unfair for, 
although historians of the calibre of 
Morton, Nockolds, Bird and Oldham 
have already done justice to the subject, 
here is a condensed and refreshing 
narrative by an enthusiast of great 
experience and erudition. 

George Oliver is the author of three 
Rolls-Royce monographs in the 
excellent Profile Publications series, 
namely on the 1905 3-cylinder 15 h.p., 
and Phantoms | and Il. He is also an 


authority on coachbuilding, and an artist 
and photographer of note. 

In this new book, a satisfying result 
overall is achieved through a series of 
chapters dealing chronologically with 
the different periods of Rolls-Royce 
production: ‘‘The Twenties’; ‘‘Rolls- 
Royce in the Nineteen Thirties’; ‘‘The 
Derby Bentleys’, etc. Following 
chapters take an instructive look at such 
topics as coachbuilding, driving expe- 
riences, and preservation of those 
precious motor cars. Importantly, the 
complete package examines the validity 
of the title’s timeless claim, providing 
food for thought for believers and cynics 
alike. 

This reviewer found the chapter ‘‘See 
How They Run” possibly the most 
entertaining of all, dealing as it does 
with the author’s extensive first-hand 
experience of a wide variety of Rolls- 
Royce and Bentley types, ranging from 
the oldest surviving RR, the 1904 
2-cylinder 10 h.p. (Reg. No. U-44), 
through to the current models. These 
accounts are presented with candour 
and honesty, for where the author's 
practical familiarity with a particular type 
is limited, e.g. Phantom Ill, he refrains 
from passing judgment either way. 

While Oliver's enthusiasm for the 
marque is unmistakable, one senses his 
special fondness for the Twenty, 
probably nurtured through acquain- 
tance with numerous representatives of 
the type which served as taxi cabs in 
Edinburgh during the '40s and ‘50s. He 
is scathing in his criticism of the 
Twenty’s critics, labelling as “ignorant 
and unthinking” those who derided the 
type both for its supposed American- 
esque design philosophy and its relative 
lack of power. 


A distinct Caledonian flavour per- 
meates the book with its liberal sprink- 
ling of high quality black-and-white 
photos depicting the aforesaid taxis, 
other Rolls-Royce cars and even a 
couple of 40/50 h.p. hearses, seen in 
various Scottish locations. Also, there 
are frequent references in text and pic- 
tures to the famous Scotland-based 
John Sword Rolls-Royce collection, and 
to Oliver’s motoring exploits on highland 
roads. 

Pictorial coverage is nothing short of 
outstanding. Many of the b&w/sepia 
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photos have, inevitably, been published 
previously, but these are counter- 
balanced by a host of others seldom 
seen before. As for the colour pictures 
those of recent models are straight out 
of Company publicity material (notably 
Queste Magazine) but, again, the 
author’s own colour plates of the older 
cars more than compensate with their 
originality and quality. Another highlight 
is the series of excellent colour drawings 
specially commissioned for the book. 
These paintings, some of which are 
reminiscent of those Profile Publica- 
tions, encompass such splendid sub- 
jects as H.M. The Queen’s Phantom IV 
4AF2, and a Silver Wraith Hooper d.h.c. 
in an unfortunate colour scheme of pink 
and black! Given this abundance of 
illustrations, it was puzzling to find the 
photo of a Silver Ghost landaulette 
reproduced twice, in sepia (p.39) and 
black-and-white (p.47). 

Perhaps the most unusual chapter in 
a book of this type is that titled “‘Ro//s- 
Royce and Bentley in Words’”’ — a 
critical, sometimes controversial look at 
the extensive range of literature written 
on the marque supreme. Oliver's 
comments on some of his fellow- 
authors’ works are guaranteed to 
elevate an eyebrow or two! 


Its obvious merit notwithstanding, this 
book is not free of the occasional 
gremlin — e.g. ‘‘Rollys-Royge” — but 
what factual errors exist are mercifully 
minor. General Franco took delivery of 
three Phantom IVs, not two as stated on 
p.148; the automatic transmission 
operating lever is described as being to 
the left of the steering wheel — we ail 
know this control resides on the right 
hand side, even on a |.h.d. car, don’t 
we? 

The book is undeniably expensive 
(leaving little if any change from $75.00) 
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but worthy of addition to one’s library. 
It is a delightful view of one man’s 
lifelong love affair with ‘The Best Car 
in the World”. 


Roger Thiedeman 


‘‘The Great Marques Vol. 1: 
Rolls-Royce’’ 

(Classic Car Video, Station House, 
Llanidioes, Powys SY18 6EE, U.K.) 

1 hour 15 minutes. Available in VHS & 
Beta. £25.00. 


| can think of worse ways to spend 75 
minutes in front of the telly than watch- 
ing this video. 

Presented and narrated by one D.D. 
Anderton (does anyone know of him?) 
it traces the lineage of the Rolls-Royce 
motor car, from Silver Ghost to Silver 
Cloud, by showcasing examples 
belonging to members of the RREC 
(U.K.) One by one, the cars are 
examined in detail, driven back and 
forth for the camera’s benefit, and their 
owners interviewed in a relaxed yet 
entertaining fashion. Apart from 
Anderton’s well-scripted commentary, 


one’s auditory senses are further 
stimulated by the sweet, sewing 
machine-like sounds of Rolls-Royce 
engines doing what they do best. 

Considerable care has gone into 
selection of the subject cars. For 
example, the Silver Ghost genre is 
represented by practically every known 
variant, including an early Springfield 
version. Needless to say, all of the 
featured vehicles are definite drool- 
fodder — my favourite is a toss-up 
between a Phantom I! Kellner sedanca 
de ville finished in a gorgeous shade of 
cafe au lait; and a seductive Silver 
Cloud Il drophead coupe by HJ. 
Mulliner. 

Right from the opening footage of a 
Silver Dawn wending its way through 
the Welsh countryside, to the accom- 
paniment of the stirring strains of ‘Land 
of Hope and Glory’’, the viewer realises 
that this is no amateurish, hit-or-miss 
video production. Indeed, the camera- 
work throughout is of a highly 
competent and artistic nature, certainly 
among the best seen by this reviewer 
in productions of this type. Lots of lovely 
close-ups abound, notably of details 
such as instruments, controls, coach- 
work fittings, wheels, etc. 

We are also treated to a Racecam- 
like, over-the-shoulder look at a 20/25 
cabriolet being piloted by a youthful 
driver. Absent is the adrenalin rush one 
feels when watching Satoru Nakajima 
going for a spin - literally! — around the 
streets of Adelaide, but enjoyable 
viewing nonetheless. 

Underlining the obvious professional- 
ism behind this video is very skilful 
editing, with perfect matching of 
narrative and picture. 

Buy a copy; beg, borrow or steal a 
copy. You won't regret it. 


“Ol Square Eyes” 


Mystery Car No. 3 


Terry Bruce (Vic.) handed this photograph 
(left) to your Editor at the Federal Rally in 
Queensland. Who can identify it? /s it still 
in the Club? 
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PRAECLARUM 


HAMILTONS 


FOR ROLLS-ROYCE 
AND BENTLEY, 
EXCELLENCE WILL 


ALWAYS 


BE THE 


ONLY STANDARD. 


amuiltons are proud to announce their 
appointment as the authorised Sales 
and Service Concesstonaires for Rolls- 
Royce and Bentley for Victoria, Tasmania and 
Southern Riverina. 
The professionalism of their prestige car 
involvement over more than 38 years 1s renowned. 
Rolls-Royce selected these qualtties to carry the 
proud history of thetr marques into the future. 
For Hamultons know exactly what the buyers 
of the world’s best cars expect-graciousness, 
efficiency and professionalism through ongoing 
attention to the needs of their customers. 
To perfect this new era in Australian 
motoring a new $12 million sales and 


ROLLS 


service centre is being built on the old Bryant 
and May site in Church Street, Richmond. 
This 1s expected to be completed by mid 1989. 
Until then, sales of Rolls-Royce and Bentley 
will be located at 681 Chapel Street, South Yarra 
For the convenience of Rolls-Royce and Bentley 
owners, Hamiltons have purchased the Kellow- 
Falkiner premises at 380 City Road, South 
Melbourne where all service and parts will be 
available, staffed by trained Rolls-Royce, 
Bentley technicians and personnel. 

Rolls-Royce and Bentley, now at Hamiltons. 
For any further information, please contact our 
General Manager/Director, John Good 
on 241 4221, 


YC 


SS 


SSS z ——— 
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‘Name 


HAMILTONS 


Sales: 681 Chapel Street, South Yarra, 3141. Tel: 241 4221. Michael Barker. 
Service: 380 City Road, South Melbourne, 3205. Tel: 696 3977 Ken Aulich. 
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BRUCE R. ROSS PTY. LTD. 


340 PENNANT HILLS ROAD, PENNANT HILLS. 2120 
Phone: (02) 484 1239; 484 1253; 484 1254; 484 4419 
Telex: AA24158 


Rolls-Royce & Bentley — Spares & Service 
ITEMS FOR RESTORERS AND REPAIRERS: 


Boot Weather Strips 
Wing Mirror Pads 

Boot Handle Seals 
Overrider Channel Rubber 
Hub Caps and Fittings 
Rear Sill Stone Guards 
Rear Door Stone Guards 
Tail Lamp Mounting Pads 
Tail Lamp Lens Seals 
Wing Mirrors 


Fuel Door Seals 

Number Plate and Reverse Lamp Seals 
Door Windlace 

Door Sill to Window Frame Strip 
Antenna Base Seals 

Window Channel Strips 

Grille Shell Seals 

Front Air Intake Seals 

Spring Gaiters 


Door Weather Seal Kits 
Windscreen Seals 

Rear Screen Seals 

Front Mud Flaps 

Sill Protector Strips 

Head Lamp Mounting Pads 
Sun Roof Seals 

Scuttle Vent Seals 

Bonnet Lacing 


Extensive Range of Spare Parts for all models 
Over 10,000 stock lines 1904-1988 


MECHANICAL PARTS, ELECTRICAL AND COACHWORK ITEMS 
GENUINE TOOLS 
OWNER’S HANDBOOKS * WORKSHOP MANUALS e¢ SPARE PARTS MANUALS 


MANY DIFFICULT AND HARD TO GET ITEMS. DON’T SAY YOU CAN’T GET IT — 
TRY US FIRST. 


John Vawser Motors Pty Limite 


ROLLS-ROYCE & BENTLEY SPECIALISTS 


SERVICE, MAINTENANCE & RESTORATION OF ROLLS-ROYCE 
& BENTLEY CARS. 


FOUR SPEED AUTOMATIC GEAR BOX SPECIALIST. 


THIRTY-THREE YEARS ASSOCIATION & EXPERIENCE 
WITH THESE CARS. 


33 WILLIAM ST. ALEXANDRIA. N.S.W. 2015 


Phone (02) 698 8822 


Market Place 


CARS FOR SALE 


1952 Silver Dawn (SLE1) long boot 
model. Silver and Tudor Grey, Maroon 
upholstery. Immaculate condition. Ser- 
viced by York Motors. $65,000. Fabian 
Marsden (02) 27 2625(W). 


1956 Bentley $1 (B419AP) recently 
repainted Sand over Sable, excellent Bone 
leather interior. Woodwork fair. New 
carpet. New headlining. Five Avons. In all 
a fabulous motor car, serviced by R-R 
agent. $36,000. David Heaney (075) 
388582. 


1958 Silver Cloud | (SGE298) Dark Blue. 
Rebuilt auto. gearbox and top engine 
overhaul. Under 90,000 miles. 145,000. 
John Quinlan (07) 268 1453. 


1959 Bentley S1 Continental (BC47FM) 


H. J. Mulliner ‘Flying Spur’ Saloon. 
Rare 4-light version. Immaculate condition 
throughout. Deep Ocean Blue with 
Magnolia leather interior. Several Con- 
cours awards, Branch and Federal — 
superb to drive. Service records and 
history. Reg. No. ‘SPUR’ (N.S.W.) 
$175,000. Joe Quattrocchi (02) 666 6107 
(H). 


1959 Silver Cloud | (SNH250). Excellent 
condition and history. Original paint, 
upholstery, etc. 137,000 miles. One of last 
six built. High compression engine. Elec- 
tric windows. $55,000 delivered to buyer 
in Australia. Airfares refunded after in- 


spection and purchase (car in New 
Zealand). Richard Izard, ‘’Springhill,”’ 
Private Bag, Wellsford, N.Z. 0064 9 


771 439 or fax 0064 8463 8371. 


1963 Silver Cloud Ill (SCX728). Bur- 
gundy with Beige interrior. Australian 
delivery. Excellent condition throughout. 
Serviced by R. A. McDermott & Co. Firm 
price $75,000. Gerd Kratzer (03)°380 5055. 


1970 Silver Shadow (SRH8008). Sand 
with Light Tan leather upholstery. 146,000 
miles. A very nice car. Have spent in 
excess of $7,000 in last 18 months and all 
servicing and maintenance has been by a 
R-R agent. Factory-style headrests and 
stereo fitted. Too many cars — can't 
garage them all. $38,500. David Heaney 
(075) 388582. 


A descriptive advertisement of reasonable 
length is free to those members who do not deal 
in selling or servicing of Rolis-Royce and 
Bentley cars or equipment. Others are charged 
$15.00 pet advertisement (less for multiple 
advertisements) 

A fixed charge of $10.00 is made for each 
picture to accomipany an advertisement from 
any person. Photographs should be clear black 
and white or colour prints. Please send a 
duplicate print as return cannot be guaranteed 


Deadlines: 
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CARS WANTED 


Silver Cloud | or Il. Alan Wilson (051) 
74 1330(w) 74 3070(h). 


manual 
(03) 


Long Boot Silver Dawn or 
R-type Bentley. Byron Dobson 
758 2315 or 758 5641. 


Bentley T2 or Continental. Must be in 
very good condition. Noel Robinson (07) 
229 5266(w) 268 4196(h). 


Bentley T series. Silver Shadow con- 
sidered but prefer Bentley. Bob Clarke 
(064) 92 2494(h) 92 1600(w) 


Silver Ghost, must be complete and runn- 
ing, but no objection to cosmetic restor- 
ation. Keith Wherry (02) 29 7455(w) 
817 2992(h). 


Queensland member wants restoration 
project. 20 h.p., 20/25 or 3% Derby 
Bentley, complete car, rolling chassis, 
whatever. Details please, Don Hatcliffe, 
c/- Post Office, Beenleigh, Queensland. 
4207. 


Pre-War (Derby) Bentley at reasonable 
price. No objection to one needing work 
but must be a goer. Al Kinloch (062) 
54 2448. 


Mk. VI Bentley, preferably in derelict or 
poor condition and priced accordingly. 
Andrew Gibson (York Motors Service) (02) 
699 6421(W). 


PARTS FOR SALE 


Elliott twin head veteran speedometer. 
Very good condition. Photo available. 
Realistic offers to lan Irwin (062) 81 6925. 


Dunlop wheel spanners, 20 h.p., 20/25. 
25/30: $185.000; 40/45 h.p.: $195.00. G. 
Sandford-Morgan (08) 362 8956(W) 269 
1285(H) 362 8738 (Fax). 


A beautiful pair of reproduction 1930 Park 
Ward coachmaker plates. These have been 
made up in stainless steel and are suitable 
for either polishing or plating. Size: 
45 x71 mm. in same gauge as originals. Un- 
drilled. $200 the pair. Geoff Williams, (045) 
67 7247. 


Parties dealing in motor cars must, where 
required by law, quote their dealer's licence 
number and comply with all other statutory 
requirements reiating to their advertising. 

Cheques should be made payable to 
R.R.O.C. and must accompany advertisement. 


MARTIN BENNETT, “ALLAMBI,” R.M.S. 3310, GOULBURN, N.S.W. 2580 


21st of the month preceding the month of publication. 


ROLLS-ROYCE OWNERS’ CLUB CLASSIFIED ADVERTISING 


PARTS FOR SALE 


For Sale or Exchange: Enotts oil gun 
without socket, open ender F51936, valve 
spring compressor E52143 for small h.p. 
engines {identical to E51294a). Wiring suit- 
able for all pre-war R-R, cotton braided 
over plastic, external reproduction perfect 
original R-R, internal better and safer. 
Red, Black, Blue/White, Red/Black heavy 
duty (90/36), $1.20 ft.; White, White/ 
Black, Yellow/Black, Blue, Green (40/36) 
$0.90ft; Yellow (23/36) $0.80ft. Repro- 
duction Michelin jack handle, headlamp 
mounts for early ‘20s F51527/a F50685a. 
Nigel Scott, 29 Wood St., Millswood, 
S.A. (08) 271 7259(H) 274 9263(W). 


PARTS WANTED 


For 1929 20/25, a pair of bonnet clips; also 
a Klaxon horn. Geoff Williams, (045) 67 7247. 


For 1927 Phantom I: Tourer body, any 
condition, petrol gauge for tank, gearbox 
dipstick, Flying Lady Mascot,Activating 
rod for front radiator louvres and _ bell- 
crank for end of rod, dash device to 
activate radiator shutters, dash mounted 
clock. R. A. Vered, 18 Glebe St., Edecliff, 
N.S.W. 2027. (02) (Overseas 612) 327 
1567 (H) 326 1599(W). 


Tools individual or complete kit suit 1969 
Silver Shadow. David Carroll (08) 237 2868 
(W) 295 1027(h). 


Set of Spats, or pattern for same, for 
Mk. VI Bentley. David Brown, (071) 
95 1755(W), (071) 95 5142 (H). 


Handbook for PI. Must be 4th Edition 
(May, 1928), not Condensed Edition. To 
buy, or borrow for copying. Bruce Gardner 
(03) 787-1820. 


Wanted for ‘20’ 42G7: Michelin 1000 kilo 
jack, swap for 2000 kilo jack; box spanners 
F9810, 9811, 9813, 9840, open ender 
F6372, distributor tools and box D50837a, 
D50881, feeler gauge. %'’ Whittle fan belt- 
ing or source for same. Nigel Scott, 29 
Wood St., Millswood, S.A. (08) 271 7259 
(H) 274 9263(W). 


Classified advertisements should be factual 
and truthful. Persons found misrepresenting 
Cars, parts or services will be denied further 
advertising. Those advertisements relating to 
cars for sale must specify chassis number and 
price. All classified ads will be edited and may 
be condensed and may be rejected without 
explanation or discussion. Facts and data for 
each advertisement should be typed or hand- 
written clearly on letter size white paper and 
forwarded to: 
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1963 BENTLEY CONTINENTAL S3 
A coachbuilt Bentley with all the style of the Sixties. This Park Ward two-door sports saloon is very rare and very 
collectable. Seychelles Blue with Beige Connolly hide. DOX921. $115,000. 


1971 ROLLS-ROYCE SILVER SHADOW 
A well-maintained Rolls-Royce with impeccable service history and moderate miles. Two owners from new with all 
books. Australian delivery. Porcelain White with Red Connolly hide. $47,500. 


1977 ROLLS-ROYCE SILVER SHADOW II 
An excellent Rolls-Royce featuring all the virtues that make the marque famous. Delivered new in Melbourne and 
looked after by us for many years this Peacock Blue example is presented in immaculate condition and features an 
electric sunroof. RR 1977 $79,000. 


1977 ROLLS-ROYCE SILVER SHADOW II 
A prestine Rolls-Royce which is a credit to its previous owner. Melbourne delivery and full service history. Chestnut 
with Beige Connolly hide. IVL 415. $79,000. 


1978 ROLLS-ROYCE SILVER SHADOW II 
A well-presented Rolls-Royce which has previously been sold and serviced by ourselves. Features electric sunroof. 
Champagne with Tan Connolly hide. AGF 806. $75,000. 


1987 BENTLEY EIGHT 
A stirring Bentley finished in Vermillion with Beige Connolly hide. This car was the actual car featured at last year’s 
Melbourne Motor Show and includes all the current model’s improvements, including memory seats and alloy wheels. 
DLF 645 $230,000. 


1976 ROLLS-ROYCE CORNICHE 
An elegant Rolls-Royce presented in the best possible taste. Silver Chalice with Dark Brown Everflex roof and Tan 
Connolly hide. Two owners from new with all books. RR 322. $105,000. 


R.A. MCDermott & Co. 


Sales ¢ Service * Repairs © Spares © Restoration 


120 STURT STREET, SOUTH MELBOURNE, VICTORIA. 3205 
Telephone (03) 629 3483; Facsimile (03) 614 7821. 
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Federal Council Meeting — Surfers Paradise, Queensland 
— 16th September, 1988 


ry 


Left to right: Matt Smith (W.A.), Maurice Brockwell (W.A.), Peter Cox (S.A.), Bruce Ross (N.S.W.), Russell Rolls (Vic.), Wendy Friezer 
(Assistant Federal Secretary), lan Dodd (Federal Secretary), Harry Thompson (Chief Judge), Keith Wherry (Federal President), Kerry 
Moorhouse (Qld.), Greg Dunstan (Q/d.}, John Altmann (Vic.), Tony Ward (N.S.W.), Eric Goudie (A.C.T.) and Martin Bennett (A.C.T.) 
Photo by Joyce Cox (S.A.) 
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1963 Silver Cloud Ill § CX449. Client: Phil Morrow. Winner, Silver Cloud Trophy and Best Post-War Car, Surfers Paradise Federal Rally. 
Best Post-War Car at Brisbane ‘All British Day’ the following weekend. 


PRODUCING WINNERS 
BRIAN McMILLAN’S 
= (02) 796 2090 (02) 790 6675 A/H (02) 708 6807 
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